..TIL0O3202-Macintosh-Serial_Ports_Do_Not_Provide_Power_For_Peripherals_(TA39057).pdf
.

st

Tech Info Library

Macintosh: Serial Ports Do Not Provide Power For Peripherals

Revi sed: 7/ 16/ 92
Security: Everyone

Maci nt osh: Serial Ports Do Not Provide Power For Peripherals

Article Created: 1 July 1985
Article Last Reviewed: 30 June 1992
Article Last Updated: 30 June 1992

Is there any way to get power through the serial port to a peripheral ?
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Devi ces (such as nodens) may NOT draw power from the Macintosh serial
ports. On the Maci ntosh 128K, 512K and 512K enhanced (which use DB-9
connectors for the nodemand printer ports), Pin 6, the +12V pin, is
strictly a power-on indicator and may not be used as a power source of any
ki nd.

Maci ntosh Plus and | ater conmputers (which switched to Mni DI N8
connectors for the serial ports) lack the +5 and +12 Volt signals fromthe
earlier nodels.

Despite warnings fromApple that the +5 and +12 Volt signals found on the
DB-9 serial ports on the 128K and 512K Maci nt oshes coul d be renoved in the
future, some manufacturers designed peripherals that relied on one or both
of those signals. These peripherals (e.g. Thunderscan) may not work
properly on a Macintosh Plus or later Macintosh due to the renoval of the
above-nmentioned signals. If this is the case, contact the manufacturer of
t he peripheral for a suggested solution. Sone manufacturers offer

external power supplies to take the place of the absent signals.

Thi s change al so neans that a Maci ntosh application may have to control a
peri pheral's DIR line.

The serial ports fromthe Maci ntosh Plus and | ater nodels do not provide
power for any peripheral devices. The DTIRIine (Pin 1) is intended to
provi de an out put handshake signal only, NOT to power external devices.
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Any devi ces connected to the serial ports of the Macintosh Plus or newer
nodel s nust get their power froman external source, separate fromthe
Maci nt osh system Appl e does not support devices that receive their power
fromserial ports.

The solution is to use a separate power source to supply the voltage needed
for these nodens or peripherals.
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