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This article discusses the inmportance of proper grounding for all Apple
equi prent .
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- Fromthe standpoint of user safety, when using the equipnment, it is inportant
to have the accessible portions of the systemat a voltage potential that do not
endanger the user. Wthout a ground, the high voltages used to drive the nonitor
m ght build up a | arge enough potential to cause serious shock to a user.

- When systens are not grounded, there is the possibility that a system nay
build up a charge, either fromenvironnental conditions or fromthe voltages
inside. Wthout a ground path for this charge to dissipate, the systemcould
sel f-destruct froma serious over-voltage condition

- If a systemis not properly grounded, any peripherals connected may or nay not
be grounded. This coul d cause excessive ground currents that might cause erratic
operation. Excessive ground currents could al so endanger the equipnent. This is

the primary reason for installing Gound Fault Interruption circuits at

| ocati ons where excessive ground currents woul d be hazardous (places like

bat hroons and kitchens where water and electricity are in close proxinty).

If all systens in use at any particular |ocation are properly grounded, there is
m ni mal possibility of user shock, system overload, and/or erratic operation.

Al so, many governments require certain types of equi pnment to be grounded for al

t he above reasons, although the | anguage in those regulations is rmuch nore
specific.

Article Change History:
17 Feb 1997 - Reviewed for technical accuracy, revised formatting.



..TILO3870-Apple_Hardware-Importance_of Proper_Grounding_2-97 (TA25525).pdf

Copyri ght 1989-97, Apple Computer, Inc.

Tech Info Library Article Nunber: 3870



