..TIL0O3945-MacX-High_Level X Display_Server_Description_1-95 (TA40004).pdf
e

st

Tech Info Library

MacX: High Level X Display Server Description (1/95)

Revi sed: 1/ 30/ 95
Security: Everyone

MacX: High Level X Display Server Description (1/95)

Article Created: 8 June 1989
Article Reviewed/ Updated: 30 January 1995

This article provides a high |evel X display server description.
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MacX is an X display server for the Macintosh Operating System MacX 1.2
conplies with the X Wndow System Version 11, Release 4. It also supports
failure of individual client requests (as opposed to the whole server) and the
i ncl usi on of DECWSCURSOR and DECWSSESSI ON fonts.

MacX lets multiple X11-conpliant clients share the Mcintosh display. Unlike
other X display servers, MacX has many built-in functionality with the X display
server. These function include:

« X wi ndow manager with Maci ntosh Finder-Iike appearance
« Font manager

* Col or naner

* Renote conmmand

The font manager handl es the catal oging of X (Adobe's Bitmap Distribution Format
- BDF), DECw ndows and Maci ntosh fonts. BDF fonts, the format used by the X
Consortiumto distribute fonts, needs to be conplied before they can be used by
MacX. The font nmanager has a built-in font conplier.

Al'so, the font nanager lets you assign alias nanmes to fonts. This particularly
useful with the X fonts, because the X font nam ng convention is quite |engthy.
This allows for a convenient neans for referencing fonts.

The color namer lets you assign a nane to a color selected via the standard
col or wheel dialog box (the sane one from Control Panel). This alleviates the
need for a user to define a color with RGB values. It al so uses an
easy-to-remenber nanme to reference a particular color
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From MacX, renote conmands can be sent to hosts on the network. Renpte commands
i ssued from MacX can be saved to a docunent and used again at a later tine. A
host informational status windowis provided to find out status about commands
requested via MacX

In addition, MacX has two operating nodes, rooted or rootless. Each nbde has a
col or and nmonochronme support. Wiile in the rooted node, another X wi ndow nmanager
can be requested to nanage client wi ndows attached to these rooted w ndows.
These rooted wi ndows can be defined to be up to 2048 by 2048 pixels in size. In
the rootl ess node, the client w ndows have a Maci ntosh Finder "look and feel"
like a Macintosh title bar with a close (kill client) box. The client w ndows
appear to be like any other w ndow on the desktop

Because the Macintosh has only a single button nouse, the three-button nouse,
which is very popular in the X world, is mapped to the arrow keys on the
keyboard. Arrow keys performthe arrow function and option-arrow perform a

t hree- button nmouse operation or visa versa.

MacX connects to the network via the Maci ntosh Communi cati ons Tool box. MacX
supports TCP/I P, ADSP and TSSNet (DECnet) tools.
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