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TOPIC -----------------------------------------------------------

I created an interesting problem for myself.  I was preparing a Macintosh IIfx
with X Window and mistyped a line into the PATH variable.  When I tried to log
in, I hung.  I was finally able to break out of the login process, but it was
time-consuming and not very intuitive. The typo was /usr/lib/X11, instead of
/usr/bin/X11.  Obviously, this didn't let the process look in the right place
for the software, so it wouldn't boot properly.

Do you have any suggestions?

DISCUSSION ------------------------------------------------------

As we have tested the above X11 session scenario (login as "Guest" without the
/usr/bin/X11 in the search PATH) we won't get into the "hung" situation.  It is
true that the screen displays, "Starting session for Guest...", if no one
presses the Return key.

At that "hung" point, however, if you only press Return, the default X11
session will come up.  The default X11 session includes a "Console" window, two
"xterm" windows, and three X client applications (xlogo, xload, and xclock). If
you have pressed any printable key then Return, it will bring you back to the
Login dialog box.

As we examine the /usr/bin/X11/X11 script, the above behavior becomes clear,
because the X11 script does check if /usr/bin/X11 is in your search path, then
asks you if it should be appended to your search path.  This is why the
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"Starting session for Guest..." message was waiting for your reply.

Note that the "x11debug.log" file will be created under the user's home
directory, if any error is encountered.  Check with that file for an
explanation.

Copyright 1990 Apple Computer, Inc.

5894Tech Info Library Article Number:

..TIL05894-A-UX_2-0-How_to_Escape_from_a_Hung_Login_Under_X_Windows_(TA44052).pdf


