.. TIL06318-LaserWriter _IINTX-Dual_Connection_to_Macintosh_and_PC_2-95 (TA44883).pdf
.

st

Tech Info Library

LaserWriter IINTX: Dual Connection to Macintosh and PC (2/95)

Revi sed: 2/ 23/ 95
Security: Everyone

LaserWiter IINTX: Dual Connection to Maci ntosh and PC (2/95)

Article Created: 10 Cctober 1990
Article Reviewed/ Updated: 22 February 1995

Is it possible to connect a LaserWiter IINTX (with rev 2.0 ROV5) to a
Maci nt osh, through an Appl eTal k connection AND to an | BM PC, through a serial
connection?

| want to have both cabl es connected at the sane tinme and sel ect the appropriate
port to print from How do | change from HP LaserJet node to PostScript nobde
wi t hout changing the DI P sw tches?

And can | simultaneously have a serial connection and an Appl eTal k connection
with a LaserWiter |INTX?

DI SCUSSI ON = - = = = = = = = = = = x 2 ot ot o mf o m e

The LaserWiter I'INTX will not support simultaneous serial and Local Tal k
connections. W recomend that if you are switching between both Kkinds
connections you shoul d di sconnect the cable you're not using.

However, it is possible to connect a LaserWiter to an Appl eTal k network and to
an | BM PC, using software switching to change between the two.

- You nmust have the LaserWiter |1NTX ROM upgrade to switch both ways.

- The followi ng instructions assune that there is a Local Tal k connection to the
LaserWiter through the RS-422 port, a serial connection to the | BM PC through
the RS-232 port, and all DIP switches are up (default AppleTal k Post Scri pt).

- Renenber that the LaserWiter will need sonme tine to respond to the procedures
outlined below. Its Ready light flashes while the LaserWiter is setting each of
these paraneters. Wit for this light to stop flashing before you send anot her
conmand, or the LaserWiter may not receive all of the next command.
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Caut i on:

If you choose to use the PostScript code provided in this article, you assune
all risks involved in naking these changes. PostScript code, if not entered
correctly, can place the LaserWiter into a condition requiring service.

To Switch From an Appl eTal k Connection To a Serial Connection

To disable the RS-422 port, set its baud rate to 0. Send this PostScript file to
the LaserWiter:

% Begi n Post Scri pt Code

%

serverdi ct begin O exitserver

st atusdi ct begin

9 0 0 setscchatch

9 0 0 setsccinteractive

<Control-D> %if in interactive node)
%

% end Post Scri pt Code

This prevents the printer fromsending serial information over the AppleTalk
net wor k, causi ng unpredictable results.

To set the LaserWiter to work in LaserJet Plus node through the serial (RS-232)
port, send this PostScript file to the LaserWiter:

% Begi n Post Scri pt Code

%

serverdi ct begin O exitserver
statusdi ct begin

5 setsoftwarei onbde

0 set har dwar ei onode

<Control-D> %if in interactive node)
%

% end Post Scri pt Code

The LaserWiter now uses the RS-232 port, as if it were a LaserJet Plus. The
LaserWiter no | onger understands PostScript, is not available over the network,
and does not appear in the Chooser

But the IBM PC can now talk to the LaserWiter. To confirmthis, type this
conmmand at the DOS pronpt:
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MODE COML: 96, n, 8, 1, p

This tells the IBMPC to send infornmati on at 9600 baud, the default for the
LaserWiter through the serial port. You can now print as though you were
connected to a LaserJet Pl us.

To Return To a PostScript LaserWiter Over an Appl eTal k Networ k

Send a file containing the characters Escape, Delete, 0, and Control-D. The best
way to do this is to use BASIC to explicitly put these characters in a file.
For exanple, use this BASIC program

open "psreturn.txt" for output as #1
print #1,chr$(27);chr$(127);"0"; chr$(4)
cl ose #1

and send this file to the LaserWiter using this conmand fromthe DOS pronpt:
TYPE PSRETURN. TXT > COML
whenever you want to switch to a PostScript LaserWiter.

The LaserWiter is nowin PostScript node and using serial conmunication. You
can send Post Script progranms fromthe | BM PC through the RS-232 port, and the
LaserWiter will respond.

To Switch Back to Appl eTal k Conmuni cati on Through the RS-422 Port

At the DOS pronpt, create this PostScript program
COPY CON SET. MOD

% Begi n Post Scri pt Code

%

serverdi ct begin O exitserver
st atusdi ct begin

0 setsoftwarei onbde

2 set har dwar ei onode
<control - Z>

%

% end Post Scri pt Code
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Send the programto the LaserWiter with the DOS conmand:
TYPE SET. MOD > COML
(this will take sone tine).

The LaserWiter is now back in AppleTal k PostScript node, using the RS-422
port.

Set the baud rate of the RS-422 port back to what it was. This can be done from
your Maci ntosh using this PostScript program

% Begi n Post Scri pt Code

%

serverdi ct begin O exitserver
st atusdi ct begin

9 9600 0 setscchatch

9 9600 O setsccinteractive

%

% end Post Scri pt Code

This assunes that you want to set the baud rate to 9600. Change this nunber if
you want another rate.

This is not the Local Talk baud rate; it is the baud rate that would be used if
you connected serially to the RS-422 port. You are not required to set this
nunber back to what it was to work over Local Talk, but it is the default nunber
set in the printer

The LaserWiter's settings should now be what they were when you
start ed.

Article Change History:
22 Feb 1995 - Added Post Script caution and refornmatted.
18 Sep 1992 - Reviewed for technical accuracy.
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