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This article provides tips for reducing the size of Apple Media Tool project
sizes. It also provides information that hel ps decrease the probl ens you may
experi ence during conpiling because of the nunmber of screens or nedia elenments
in a project.

DI SCUSSI ON = = = = = = = = = 2 @ xf st o et el

To reduce the nunber of screens, you should try conbining the contents of two
screens onto one. You can then use the Hi de and Show commands to control which
objects are visible and which are hidden

To reduce two screens to one, select the contents of the second screen, copy
themto the clipboard, then paste themonto the first screen

Use the Hide Itself comand under the Before Display action to hide all of the
second screen objects.

Change the action that previously linked to the second screen to i nstead show
the "second screen" contents while sinultaneously hiding the "first screen”

contents.

Here is what the original two screen project mght |ook like.

Begi n_Tabl e
Screen oj ect Acti on Command/ Li nk
1 Picturel. PIC Bef ore Di spl ay Di sable Itself

Show | tsel f
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Button. PIC Bef ore Di spl ay Enabl e Itself
Show | tsel f
Mouse Up Go to Screen 2
2 Picture2. PIC Bef ore Di spl ay Di sable Itself

Show |t sel f

Here is what the combined screen project mght ook |ike.

Screen hj ect Acti on Conmand/ Li nk

1 Picturel. PIC Bef ore Di spl ay Di sable Itself
Show | tsel f

Picture2. PIC Bef ore Di spl ay Di sable Itself
H de Itself
Button. PIC Bef ore Di spl ay Enabl e Itself
Show | tsel f
Mouse Up Show Pi cture2.PIC
Hi de Picturel.PIC
H de Itself

End_Tabl e
To reduce the nunber of nedia elements, you may want to try conbining two PICT
files of the same size into one two-franme Qui ckTinme novie. The two franmes can be

addressed individually by using the "Go To Begi nning" and "Go To End" conmmrands.

Here is what the original two-PICT screen night |ook Iike.

Begi n_Tabl e
hj ect Acti on Conmand/ Li nk
Picturel. PIC Bef ore Di spl ay Di sable Itself
Show | tsel f
Picture2. PIC Bef ore Di spl ay Di sable Itself
Hi de Itself
Button. PIC Bef ore Di spl ay Enabl e Itself
Show | tsel f
Mouse Up Show Pi cture2.PIC

Hi de Picturel.PIC

Here is what the sane screen might |ook Iike after conmbining the two PICT files
into a two-franme Qui ckTi me novie.

hj ect Acti on Conmand/ Li nk
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Movi e. MOV Bef ore Di spl ay Di sable Itself
Go To Begi nning of Itself
Show | tsel f

Button. PIC Bef ore Di spl ay Enabl e Itself
Show | tsel f
Mouse Up Go To End of Movie. MOV
End_Tabl e

NOTE: When consolidating screens, it is inportant to remenber that increasing
t he nunber of nedia elenments on a screen slows the overall perfornmance of a
project, so it is recormended that no nore than two screens be conbined into
one.

By conbi ning these two techni ques, you can potentially reduce the nunber of
screens and PICT nedia el ements by as much as one hal f.
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