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TOPIC -----------------------------------------------------------

I notice that QuickTime movies run smoother and faster if I click and hold the
step forward button than if I just let the movie play. I also discovered that
movies run much smoother if I click and hold the play button. Once I let go of
the play button, the movie starts to play a bit jerkier. Why is this occurring?

DISCUSSION ------------------------------------------------------

When you click once on the step forward, it advances a single frame. When you
hold it down, it advances through the frames as fast as it can draw them while
ignoring the sound track.

This is a good way to find out how close a movie is to the limit of what your
given computer can play. If holding down the button speeds it up a small amount,
you are near the limit of your computer's playback performance. If it doubles in
speed, your particular computer can handle movies with higher frame rates,
screen size, or sound depth.
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