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WebSTAR server and Netscape client software cannot support nultiple domai n nanmes
with nultiple default HTML pages on a single IP address. Here is an exanple to
illustrate:

Several Internet Server Solution for the Wrld Wde Wb users are acting as Wb
server providers. They setup the server, nmanage the internet connection, and
publish content for other clients. For ease of use reasons, clients want their
URL to contain only an FQDN and not a reference to the path of the HTM. file.

For exanple, consult.comwants to advertise for customer.com They have created
DNS entries for consult.comand custonmer.comthat refer to their server at IP
address 1.2.3.4. They want to be able to advertise two URLs that contain only
host name i nformati on, individualized for the "site"

http://consult.com
http://custoner.com

Rat her t han:

htt p: // machi ne. consul t. com consul t . HTM_
htt p: // machi ne. consul t. com cust onmer . HTML

However, when they try to do this, they always end up on the sanme default page.
They would like different URLs to deliver themto the appropriate hone page.

DI SCUSSI ON = = = = = = = =« = = x = o m ot o e e e el

There are WEB server inplenentations that allow you to deternine which interface
a query came fromand therefore send you to an specific page for that interface.
There are other inplenmentations that allow you to have multiple I P addresses for
one single interface. Depending on the address used, the HTTP server will

present the client with the appropriate page for the domain requested.
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Unfortunately, for the Macintosh servers, the only inplenmentation avail able, as
of COctober, 1995, is the one presented during WebEdge. This is the only
i nformati on avail abl e right now.

| MPORTANT: Pl ease renmenber this is NOT a solution supported by Apple Conputer
We are providing this information as a service, and Apple Conputer does not
endorse or reconmend any of the products or conpani es nentioned here.

From The WebEdge |1 Summary

At the conference a "hack"” was devel oped for Webmasters wanting to run nultiple
"default" hone pages froma single machine (for exanple, advertising agencies
wi shing to house their client's hone pages/sites).

The ideal answer to this problemis to allow nultiple IP nunbers to be served by
a single server. This capability lies in Open Transport's future. Until then
some of this functionality has been addressed by John O Fall on of Maxum

Devel opnent Corp. Maxum has in past produced conmercial -grade cgi's such as
Net Gl oak, and in fact John's hack requires the use of Netd oak

For more information on this potential solution, see the Maxum web site at
htt p: // maxum cat al ogue. com Net Cl oak/ Hom ngHone. HTML and di rect questions to
t hem

Fromt he Page at, http://maxum catal ogue. com Net Cl oak/ Hom ngHone. HTML

Serving Miultiple Home Pages from Your Mac Server..

In many cases, we've heard of a WebMaster wanting to run several sites off of

t hei r Maci nt osh-based WbSTAR Wb server. While it is not a problemto have
mul ti pl e donai ns served by a single server (by configuring your DNS with
nmul ti pl e domai n nanes pointing to the same |P address), it is difficult to give
each donain its own page based strictly on a URL that is nmade up of just the
donmai n nane.

Presented here is a hack | did at WebEdge Il that makes this feature fairly easy
to inplement using NetCloak 2.0 (currently in devel opnent, but publicly

avail able and quite stable). It uses the referrer sent by the browser, along
with a redirect (a "nmeta" tag for Netscape) to determ ne what donmmin is
currently being requested and redirects the browser to the appropriate page. In
a nutshell, here is howit works...

Browser: 1'd like your server's home page please..

Server: OK, but you are conming from"Yahoo", and | don't know what that is, so
go to the donmai n parsing page..

Browser: Fine, redirecting to the parsing page..
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Server: Ah, now | see that the | ast page you accessed (the original home page
fromny site) was "ww. foobar.conf. If that's what you wanted, |let nme send you
t here. ..

Browser: OK, redirecting to the "foobar" page..
Server: A request for the foobar page. | can deal with that, here you go..

As you can see, the redirect and referrer features of HITP play a big role, and
only browsers that support both will correctly find the page they want. For
other browsers, we sinply display a list of choices and the user has to pick
whi ch hone page they wanted.

Al so note that Netscape 1.1N does not support the referrer when it is

redi recting, which causes a problem So, for Netscape users, we send the "neta"
tag, which Netscape uses to |oad the "parsing" page instead of redirecting. The
referrer is sent to the server by Netscape when directed by "neta"

Conditionally redirecting based on the referrer (and browser type) is sonething
that the standard version of NetCd oak 2.0 has done for sone tine. | found a nice
fast way of doing this hack, but others get the credit for the idea and early

i npl enentation. In particular..

Everyone on the MacHTTP-Tal k (now WbSTAR-Tal k) listserv, and in particular, the
i ndi vi dual who asked if this could be done (whose nane | can't find, rem nd ne
if you know).

Brad Shrick, who filled me in on "neta" when | hit the wall trying to get
Net scape to work (and who runs a great site of great sites).

Peter Stormat Silk Presence and Pierre Duchene also had the idea and

i mpl enented a version that handled the problem for Netscape (and possibly
others, | don't know the whol e history).

Downl oad the Net Cl oak HTML Exanpl e From

htt p: // maxum cat al ogue. com downl oads/ Cr ossTown. si t. hgx

This exanple file does not include the NetCd oak denp package, which is avail able
fromthe NetC oak 2.0 Page. If you have questions or problenms, send ne e-mai
(john@mexum com) and 1'll add them (with answers) to this page to hopefully make
this whol e operation a piece of cake for anyone who wants to try it.

Last updated by John O Fallon (j ohn@maxum con) on 8/25/95.
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