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I n t r oduct ion

New Li f e  pr oduct s

The NewLife™ series of upgrade products from Newbridge Microsystems are
designed specifically for the classic Macintosh™ family of computers.
NewLife upgrades are easy to use and install, and they support the entire
range of Macintosh computers — from the 128K Macintosh up to the
Macintosh II family.

Feat u r es and benef i t s
• NewLife upgrades are installed using a “CPU clip” on the

Macintosh 68000 CPU. This is a simple, non-invasive method of
attachment.

• A CPU “pin mount” is also included. This option is only
recommended for installation by qualified technicians.

• NewLife upgrades feature a flexible memory expansion
structure using SIMM technology.  This allows you to use any
combination of 256KB and 1MB SIMMs to provide from 512KB
to 4MB of memory in 512KB increments.

■  4 ■

Bef or e You St ar t !
Please r ead t h is m anual bef ore y ou inst al l  t he New Lif e

boar d.
I t  p r ov ides im por t ant  sa f et y  pr ocedur es

and i t  descr i bes t he r ecom m ended
inst a l la t ion st eps.☞



Pr epar at ion and Saf et y  Pr ecaut ions

Pr epar e  y our  w or k place

Static electricity can severely damage your Macintosh or NewLife upgrade. 
To avoid damage caused by static, take the following precautions:

• Place a properly grounded antistatic mat on your workbench.

• Wear a conductive wrist strap connected to the mat.

Tools y ou  w i l l  need
• 12-inch T-15 Torx screwdriver or equivalent

• regular flat-bladed screwdriver (for the Killy clip only)

• Macintosh case opening tool or equivalent

Saf et y  Pr ecaut ion  — Unp lug t he M acint osh

Make sure that the Macintosh is disconnected from AC power.
Working within the Macintosh computer requires skill and expertise to
prevent electrical discharge and shock, even when the Macintosh has been
disconnected from its power source.

Ser ious in j ur y  or  deat h m ay

r esul t  f r om  im pr oper  handl ing of

t he in t er ior  com ponent s of  t he

M acint osh.

SHOCK HAZARD!
NOTE:
Thi s equipm ent  should on ly  be
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DO NOT attempt this installation unless you are completely familiar with
the methods for preventing electrical discharge and shock.  
Saf et y  Pr ecaut ion  — Dischar ge t he  CRT

WARNI NG: For information on discharging the CRT and checking power
supply voltages, refer to the Macintosh Technical Pro c e d u re
m a n u a l s .

CAUTI ON: To prevent damage when you discharge the CRT

• use a CRT discharge tool as shown in Figure 1

• discharge the CRT anode to the ground lug

• NEVER discharge to the chassis

Figur e 1 : Dischar g ing t he CRT
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I nst a l l ing t he New Li f e  Boar d

Or ien t ing t he New Li f e  boar d

Figure 2 is a simplified top view of the NewLife board.  It shows the relative
locations of the SIMM sockets, the configuration jumpers, and the SCSI
connector.

This diagram does not show all of the components on the board — it is
supplied to help you orient the board.

Fiv e easy  st eps

You install the NewLife board in five easy steps:

1) Set the configuration jumpers.

2) Install the memory.

3) Attach the NewLife board to the Macintosh motherboard.

4) Adjust the Macintosh power supply, if necessary.

5) Attach the SCSI cable.

Figu r e 2 : Top  v iew  o f  t he New Lif e  boar d— sim pl i f ied d iagr am

Par t  2
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Set t ing t he  con f igur at ion  j um per s

There are three sets of jumpers used to configure the NewLife board:

• W10–W11 indicate the SIMM mixture

• W1–W6 indicate the amount of memory

• W12–W15 indicate the amount of memory for a 128K
Macintosh upgrade

The NewLife board accommodates up to 4MB of RAM with combinations of
1MB SIMMs and 256KB SIMMs. You can use eight 256KB SIMMs if you only
need 2MB of RAM.

I nd icat ing t he SI M M  m ix t ur e — W10–W11
You can mix 1MB and 256KB SIMMs, but each pair of SIMMs must be the
same type. (This is explained in more detail in the memory installation
section, below.) To indicate the mixture you have used, set jumpers W10 and
W11 as shown in Figure 3.

Figur e  3  : I nd icat i ng  t he SI M M  m ix t ur e
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I nd icat ing t he am ount  o f  m em or y  — W1–W6 and W12–W15

If you are upgrading a 512K Macintosh, set jumpers W1–W6 as shown in
Figure 4 to indicate the amount of memory you install on the NewLife board.
The total amount of memory will actually be the amount you install on the
NewLife board plus 512KB.

Regardless of the amount of memory, set jumpers W12–W15 as shown in
Figure 5 for a 512K Macintosh.

Figur e  4  : I ndi cat ing t he m em or y  f or  a  512K M acint osh

Figur e 5 : W12–W15 set t i ngs f or  a
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If you are upgrading a 128K Macintosh, set jumpers W1–W6 as shown in
Figure 6 to indicate the amount of memory you install on the NewLife board.
A 128K Macintosh can only be upgraded to 1MB, 2MB or 4MB of RAM. The
system will only recognize the memory installed on the NewLife board.

Set jumpers W12–W15 as shown in Figure 7 for a 128K Macintosh.

I nst a l l ing t he m em or y  (SI M M s)

After you have set the configuration jumpers, you can install the SIMMs.

You must always install SIMMs in pairs, one in the left row of sockets and
one in the right row of sockets. Each pair must be the same type — 1MB or
256KB. Figure 8 shows the SIMM positions for configurations from 0.5MB to
4.0MB of RAM.

Because the SIMM sockets are slanted, you must fill them starting at the center
of the board working towards the outer edge.

Figur e 6 : I nd icat ing t he  m em or y  f or  a 128K M acin t osh

Figur e 7 : W12–W15 se t t ings f or  a  128K M acint osh
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St ep 2:

☞



At t ach ing t o  t he M acint osh m ot her boar d

You install the NewLife board on top of the Macintosh motherboard — as
shown in Figure 10.  The 64-pin connector on the bottom of the NewLife board
attaches to the Macintosh 68000 CPU. To allow proper electrical and
mechanical connection, you must first extend the pins of the Macintosh CPU.
This is done in one of two ways:

1) with a “Killy clip”

2) with soldered pin mounts (required for a ceramic 68000 CPU)

I nst a l l ing t he Ki l ly  cl ip
To install the Killy clip, follow the instructions on the separate sheet enclosed
with the NewLife documentation. You can not use the Killy clip on a ceramic
68000 CPU.

Once the Killy clip is installed you connect the NewLife board to the pins on
top of the clip.

Figur e 8: SI M M  posi t ions
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I nst a l l ing so lder ed p in  m ount s — an a l t er nat iv e
Some early versions of the Macintosh have ceramic 68000 CPUs. The Killy clip
does not work with ceramic 68000s. You must use the soldered pin mount
t e c h n i q u e .

DO NOT attempt this procedure unless you are familiar with correct
soldering techniques for multilayer boards. This is a simple procedure for
technicians with good soldering skills.

Pin m ount  so lder ing pr ocedur e:
1 ) You must solder header strips onto the pins of the Macintosh CPU. Tw o

32-pin header strips are supplied, mounted in a 64-pin socket.  T h e
header strips have square pins and the socket has round pins. The 64-
pin socket is only used as a carrier for the header strips to simplify the
soldering pro c e d u re — once you are done, discard the socket.

2) Straddle the header strips and socket
assembly over the Macintosh 68000
CPU. The header strip square pins
must each slide down the side of one
of the 68000s pins. The round pins of
the socket must be pointing upwards
— away from the board.

3) Carefully solder each of the header
strip square pins to the Macintosh
68000 CPU. Remove any flux residue
and check for bad solder joints or
solder bridges. Poor soldering can
prevent proper operation of the
Macintosh — it may not even boot up.

4) Remove and discard the 64-pin socket.
The two header strips have round pins
pointing upwards. You will connect
the NewLife board to these pins.
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Figu r e 9 : Ex ploded v iew  of  t he p in  m ount  opt ion
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At t aching t he New Li f e  boar d
The 64-pin socket on the bottom of the NewLife board connects to the pins on
the Killy clip — or to the header strip round pins if you used the soldered pin
mount procedure.

Position the NewLife board above the Macintosh motherboard as shown in
Figure 10. Before you apply any pressure, look between the two boards and
make sure all of the pins are aligned with the socket. 

Place the entire assembly on your antistatic mat and apply pressure to the
NewLife board — but only above the socket location. After the pins are
seated in the socket, inspect the assembly to make sure the NewLife board is
completely seated and properly aligned.

CAUTI ON: Align all of the pins with their correct socket positions
before applying pressure. If the pins and socket are
misaligned you can severely damage the board and pins.

Figur e 10 : The New Li f e  boar d posit i oned on  t he M acint osh

■  13 ■

☞



Replacing t he m ot her boar d in  t he M acint osh

When you removed the motherboard, you slid it out of the metal guides
towards the back of the Macintosh. With the NewLife board attached, the
assembly is too high to slide back into the Macintosh.

To replace the motherboard:

1) Place one edge of the motherboard in the metal guides with the
keyboard connector toward the front of the computer about 1 inch
behind the plastic front cover.

2) Use a flat tool — such as a small screwdriver — to carefully spread the
metal guide frame away from the opposite edge of the motherboard.
Push the mother board into position and release the metal guide
frame. The motherboard should be held securely by the guides.

Ad j ust  t he M acin t osh pow er  supply , i f  necessar y

The Macintosh has an adjustable power supply designed to operate between
4.9 and 5.0 volts. Test and adjust it, if necessary.

Pow er  supply  ad j ust m ent  pr ocedur e:
1) A ten-prong plug connects the power supply to the Macintosh

motherboard. Pin 1 is separated from the others by a blank space.
Locate the solder joints of pins 5 and 6 on the back of the board.

WARNI NG!
THE FOLLOWI NG STEPS ARE DANGEROUS,

A SERI OUS SHOCK HAZARD EXI STS!

2) Noting the warning above, reconnect the AC power cord to the
Macintosh. Keep your hands away from the machine!

3) Use a high quality digital voltmeter to measure the voltage between
pin 5 (positive supply) and pin 6 (ground). If the voltage measures
between 4.85 and 4.95 volts no adjustment is necessary.

4) If adjustment is required, turn the voltage set screw on the side of the
power supply until the voltage measures between 4.85 and 4.95 volts.
The set screw is clearly labelled on the plastic power supply shield.

5) Disconnect the AC power cord. Hazardous voltages still may be
present even after disconnecting the AC power!
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At t ach t he SCSI  cable

Attach the square black connector on one end of the SCSI ribbon cable to the
header on the NewLife board. The cable connector is keyed to prevent
improper installation. Pin 1 of the connector is marked with black stripes or
red hatching and should face the rear of the chassis.

The cable is designed to run out of the Macintosh battery door. You must
remove a small part of the plastic ridge inside the battery compartment to
make room for the cable. Use a sharp utility knife to trim away 1.25 inches of
the ridge as shown in Figure 11. Make sure to remove any rough edges that
could damage the cable.

Place the 25-pin D connector on top of the battery, laying the cable over the
trimmed edge of the battery compartment.

Figur e 11  : Rem ov e 1.25
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