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I f your Macintosh conmputer is equipped with a CD-ROM pl ayer, you probably

al ready know about the thousands of CD-ROMtitles on the market for conducting
research, |earning about dinosaurs, or trying new recipes. You have probably
al so |l earned to use your Macintosh to play audio conpact discs while you work.

DI SCUSSI ON = - = = = = = =« = = = x x ot e o ff il

You can take the functionality of your Macintosh as a CD player much further.
Along with being able to skip tracks, fast forward or reverse songs, you can set
t he Appl eCD Audi o Player to play your whole CD, repeat it continuously, play it
in random order, or select and sort only sone of the songs to play. This | ast
feature, accessed by pressing the Program button, is very conveni ent because it
lets you onmit songs you don't like. And your Macintosh actually "renenbers”

whi ch tracks not to play the next time you insert the CD. You can al so drag and
drop songs "on the fly" and rearrange their play order

Appl eCD Audi o Player can tell you how long the given track or disc has been

pl ayi ng and how nmuch tine is renmaining. |If you use the programbutton to
rearrange or omt tracks, the time w ndow automatically recal cul ates to account
for the changes you have made. To the right of the CD Title wi ndow, the total
time for the selections you have chosen displays; this is a handy feature when
nmaki ng recordi ngs fromyour Macintosh and trying to fit your nusic on a given

| ength of audio tape.

The Appl eCD Audi o Pl ayer application lets you enter the titles and track list of
all your CDs. It is a very sinple process. If you need help, in System?7 or
later, click on the balloon or "?" menu in the upper right corner of your screen
and choose Show Bal |l oons. As you nove your nouse over the different areas of the
Appl eCD Audi o Pl ayer wi ndow, Balloon Help describes each button's function and
shows where to enter your CD titles.



Your Macintosh stores all CD specific information in a file called CD Renote
Prograns in the Preferences Fol der of your System Folder. The entry in the CD
Renote Prograns file is cross-referenced against total tine of audio, nunber of
tracks, length of tracks, and various other unique characteristics of individua
audi o conpact discs. This means each Audio CD rel ease has a uni que "signature"
so if you have two copies of the sane CD, the Maci ntosh recogni zes either copy
and displays its title and song list if only one of them has al ready been
entered.

Your CD Renote Prograns file can al so be used on other Mcintosh conmputers. This
means you can copy this file to the Preferences Fol der of other Mcintosh
conputers and they too woul d recogni ze any previously entered CDs. There are

ot her software prograns that take this functionality even further.

The freeware program Audi o CD Mover by Trygve |saacson |ets you open the CD
Renote Progranms file and view all your conpact discs and their song lists. It
also lets you nerge your file with files fromother conputers. This way, you
have a greater database of compact discs your Mcintosh can recognize and list.

Anot her piece of freeware software, called CD Coyote by Esa Ristila, not only

| ets you merge and edit your CD Renpote Prograns files, but also lets you sort
and export your listings for printing a permanent hard copy of your collection
If you get organized with your friends and nei ghbors in the Macintosh comunity,
you can all share and merge your Audi o CD databases and, theoretically, create
one huge conpl ete dat abase of all the conpact discs on the narket! It is really
cool to bring hone a CD fromthe store and put it in your conputer and have the
Maci ntosh list for you the songs before you have even read the |iner notes!

Usi ng your CD- ROM equi pped Maci ntosh, a few software prograns, and your friends,
you can have a Digital Jukebox that l|ists, organizes, and plays your favorite
songs and even sone that you have yet to discover! Do not forget to dress up
your Appl eCD Audi o Player for your next party by personalizing its display
colors in the Options nenu!

Audi o CD Mover and CD Coyote are freeware avail able on nmany online services.
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