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Questi ons about coercing dates to string:

1) First, if we're trying to pluck the weekday out of a date as string, | can't
use:

copy "9-Cct-94" to shortDate
copy (weekday of date shortDate) as string to dayOaneek

get error "can't nake Monday into a string"
2) Second, it seenms confused about what class things are:
"class of (date shortDate)" returns "date"
"class of (weekday of date shortDate)" returns "class"
copy "9-Cct-94" to shortDate
copy date shortDate to | ongDate
copy weekday of |ongdate to Mydate
"display dialog (class of MyDate)" returns "pcls" but
"class of MyDate" returns "cl ass
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Dates can be difficult objects to work with in AppleScript.
Wth regards to the listed problens:
1.) AppleScript will display interpreted values with the script editor. To do
extraction of strings on dates, get the whole date val ue converted as a string

and then extract words of that string to get the date el enments. The foll ow ng
is a working AppleScript exanple.



get current date
copy the result to today
copy today as string to DateString

-- "Monday, Cctober

di splay dialog "Today is

" & word 1 of

10, 1994 12:05:51 PM

DateString

display dialog "This nonth is " & word 2 of DateString

display dialog "This is day " & word 3 of DateString & " of nonth " & word 2
of DateString

di splay dialog "The year is " & word 4 of DateString

set hr to word 5 of DateString

set mm to word 6 of DateString

set sc to word 7 of DateString

set AMPMto word 8 of DateString

display dialog "The tine is " & hr &":" &m & ":" &sc &" " & AWPM

2.) What you see in the script editor

Appl eScript's internal
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Using the foll owi ng AppleScript fragnent,
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you can conpile a table of sone of

t he Appl eScript internal types.

(*

set x to "A" -- string

set x to 1 -- integer

set x to 1.5 -- real

set x to current date -- date

set x to false -- bool ean

set x to {1, 2, "A"'"} -- list

set x to {text returned:"text entered", button returned:"OK"} -- record
set x to application -- class

*)

set x to {1, 2, "A"'"} -- list

di splay dialog (class of x)

get class of x

Appl eScri pt expression Internal type Interpreted by Script Editor
"A TEXT string
1 | ong i nt eger
1.5 doub real
current date | dt dat e
true or false bool bool ean
{1,2,"A"} list list
{fnm "Doug", | nm Korns"} reco record
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