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Under System 7.x, why does the Open dialog box in an application not display al
of the files in a folder?

DI SCUSSI ON = = = = = = = = = = x = f ot o m ot o e e el

This is areal world limtation inposed by the use of List Manager in the

SFGet Fil e di al og box used for opening files. There's nothing wong with the
directory structure, nor is there anything wong with the application. Here's a
description of what's going on

This limtation isn't specific to System7.0. The sane limtation (with a
slightly different variation) existed under System6. The issue is that the
SFGetFile call, which generates the Open dial og box in al nbst every application
uses the List Manager to display the files in the file Iist of the dial og box.
The List Manager has a specific limt on the amobunt of data stored in a list.
This limt is 32K, However, SFCetFile uses a portion of that 32K for data ot her
than the file nanes. So you end up with 64 bytes per file if you have the
maxi mum file nane size of 31 characters (plus 1 byte for the length byte). W
arrived at this nunber enpirically by witing a programthat created files with
t he nanes: "000abcdef ghij kl mmopqgr st uvwxyzab" through
"999abcdef ghi j kIl mopqgr st uvwxyzab"

A good approxi nati on of how many files will display is 32767 / (file nane size +
32). This results in 682 for 16 character names and 819 for 8 character nanes.

The bottomline beyond all of these calculations is that this is a hard linit.
There's no workaround to display nore data froma single folder within this

di al og box. The |ist displays al phabetically, and the bottomof the list isn't
di spl ayed

Al so, as you increase the nunmber of files in a folder, the perfornmance at the



Fi nder |evel decreases pretty dramatically. Al though the Finder can handl e

t hese nunbers of files, you'll see slowdowns in opening and cl osi ng wi ndows.
Anot her concern is the total nunmber of files you're planning to have on a
volume. There are very real limts on this as well, described in other articles

posted in the Tech Info Library.
VWhile the problemrenains in System 7.5, you will now be notified that there are

nore files in the directory than can be displ ayed.
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