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| just nmodified ny .profile file in ny honme directory to set sone of ny
environnent variables like VISUAL (to choose a command line editor) and PS1 (to
nodi fy the conmand |ine pronpt). However, |'ve logged in and out and none of

t hese environment variabl es have been set as in ny .profile file. | switched to
the csh and used the .login file to set environment variables and found the sane
probl em

DI SCUSSI ON = - = = = = = =« = = x w o m ot o md e

In your home directory there is a file called .dtprofile which is used to set

environnent variables so they are available to all applications on the Conmon

Deskt op Environnent (CDE). By default, the desktop does not read your standard
$HOVE/ . profile or $HOWE/ .login files. This can be changed by uncommenting the

DTSOURCEPROFI LE vari abl e assignnent at the end of this file. The desktop reads
.profile if your $SHELL is "sh" or "ksh", or .login if your $SHELL is "csh"

To | earn nore about which variables to set where, read the conments at the top
of the .dtprofile file in your hone directory which is copied bel ow.
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###  Your $HOVE/ .dtprofile is read each tine you login to the Comron
###  Desktop Environnent (CDE) and is the place to set or override

#H# deskt op environnent variables for your session. Environnent

###  variables set in $HOW .dtprofile are nade available to al

#H# applications on the desktop. The desktop will accept either sh or
#H# ksh syntax for the commands in $HOVE . dtprofile.

i

#H# By default, the desktop does not read your standard $HOVE/ .profile
Hit# or $HOVE/ .login files. This can be changed by uncommenting the

#H# DTSOURCEPROFI LE vari abl e assignnent at the end of this file. The
#H# desktop reads .profile if your $SHELL is "sh" or "ksh", or .login
### if your $SHELL is "csh"



#H#
HH#
HH#
HH#
#H#
#H#
#H#
HH#
HH#
HH#
#H#
#H#
#H#
HH#
HH#
HH#
#H#
#H#
#H#
HH#
HH#
HH#
#H#
#H#
#H#
HH#
HH#
HH#
#H#
#H#
#H#
HH#
HH#
HH#
#H#
#H#
#H#
HH#
HH#
HH#
#H#
#H#
#H#
HH#
HH#
HH#
#H#
#H#
#H#
HH#
HH#
HH#
#H#

The desktop reads the .dtprofile and .profile/.login wthout an
associ ated term nal enulator such as xtermor dtterm This neans
there is no available conmmand Iine for interaction with the user
This being the case, these scripts nust avoid using comrands that
depend on havi ng an associated terminal emulator or that interact
with the user. Any nessages printed in these scripts will not be
seen when you log in and any pronpts such as by the 'read' conmand
wWill return an enpty string to the script. Commands that set a
term nal state, such as "tset" or "stty" should be avoi ded.

Wth minor editing, it is possible to adapt your .profile or .login
for use both with and wi thout the desktop. G oup the statenents not
appropriate for your desktop session into one section and encl ose
themwith an "if" statenent that checks for the setting of the "DT"
envi ronnent vari abl e. When the desktop reads your .profile or .login
file, it will set "DI" to a non-enpty value for which your .profile
or .login can test.

exanpl e for sh/ksh

if [ ! "$DT" ]; then
#
# commands and environment vari abl es not appropriate for desktop
#
stty ...
t set
DI SPLAY=nydi spl ay: 0

fi

#

# environnent variables comon to both desktop and non-deskt op
#

PATH=$HOVE/ bi n: $PATH

MYVAR=val ue

export MYVAR

exanpl e for csh

if (! ${?DT} ) then
#
# commands and environnment vari abl es not appropriate for desktop
#
stty ...
t set
set env DI SPLAY nydi splay: 0

endi f

#
# environment variabl es conmmon to both desktop and non-deskt op
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#
set env PATH $HOVE/ bi n: $PATH
set env MYVAR val ue

Errors in .dtprofile or .profile (.login) may prevent a successful
login. If after you login, your session startup term nates and you
are presented with the login screen, this might be the cause. If
thi s happens, select the Options->Sessions->Fail safe Session itemon
the login screen, login and correct the error. The
$HOVE/ . dt/startl og and $HOVE/ .dt/errorlog files may be hel pful in
identifying errors.
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If $HOVE/ .profile (.login) has been edited as descri bed above,
unconment the follow ng Iine.

#DTSOURCEPRCFI LE=t r ue
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