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| was told there were sone problems with M DI software on the Mcintosh
Portabl e at introduction. Wat is the current status of this? Wat is Apple
doing to fix the problens? Wat nust a devel oper do?
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The only change since introduction is that nost devel opers have provi ded an
update to their software or have begun using Apple's M D Manager, or both.
There are two support issues to be aware of when using an ol der version of MD
Manager (1.1) and the Macintosh Portable. Both issues relate to the

i npl enentati on of the serial ports of the Maci ntosh Portabl e.

1) Version 1.1 of the M DI Managenent Tool s does not support the
Maci nt osh Port abl e.

M DI Managenent Tools version 1.1 required changes to work correctly with the
serial ports of the Macintosh Portable. These changes were inplenmented in
version 1.2 of the M D Mnagenment Tools.

2) Sone ol der versions of third party MDI applications will have difficulty
with the Macintosh Portable.

Until the introduction of Apple's MD Manager, all MDH software had to wite
to the serial port hardware directly, bypassing the Maci ntosh Tool box, to

obt ai n acceptabl e performance. Witing to the hardware is not an ideal
procedure for devel opers; Appl e changes things about the hardware from one
Maci nt osh nodel to the next. This forced M DI software devel opers to revise
their prograns every tinme a new Maci ntosh nodel was introduced.



Wth the changes in design of the Macintosh Portable, these direct hardware
calls and Tool box wor karounds no | onger performas they would on earlier nodels
of Maci ntosh. Fortunately, Apple resolved this issue by providing the MD
Manager. |f devel opers use the M DI Manager, they will not need to revise their
progranms as a result of any serial port changes in future conputers. M DI
Manager will be revised as needed to deal with changes in serial ports. Wth

M DI Manager 1.2 or later, applications supporting MDI Mnagenent Tool s work
correctly on the Macintosh Portable.

Make sure to use the nobst current version of the MDI Minager to ensure that a
program wi | | conmmuni cate successfully with the serial port, regardl ess of

Maci nt osh nodel .

Copyri ght 1990, 1992 Apple Computer, Inc.

Tech Info Library Article Nunber:5815



