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Is it possible to disable the Macintosh Ilci systems built-in video?

If so, does this nean that | can inprove the Macintosh Ilci conmputer's
perfornmance by adding a video card to the NuBus slot?
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Yes, it is possible to disable the built-in video of the Macintosh Ilci
1) Leave the RAM SI MM bank A enpty.

2) Don't connect a nmonitor to the built-in video connector

The built-in video circuitry disables itself if there is no RAMin bank A
or if it fails to recognize a conpatible nonitor attached to the
connector. The Macintosh Ilci and the new version of the Mcintosh |
Video Card identify nmonitors by checking the states of three IDIlines in
t he cabl e between the conputer and the nonitor. |If no nmonitor is
connected, it disables itself.

Using a NuBus video card can increase or decrease "perfornmance",

dependi ng on what work is being done on the Macintosh Ilci. The effect of
built-in video's cycl e-stealing on RAM bank A can reduce the speed of
anyt hi ng that accesses data in that bank by 6 to 51% depending on the
nonitor and bit depth being used. On the other hand, noving | arge anounts
of video data to the built-in video is faster than noving it over NuBus to
a video card because there is no 10MHz NuBus limtation with built-in

vi deo.



VWhat all this nmeans is that a | ow conputation, high-graphic programtends
to run faster on the built-in video, while a high-conputation, |ow graphic
programtends to run faster with a NuBus video card. Optinmal system
configuration depends on what the Macintosh Ilci is used for

DayStar Digital's FastCache Card can help offset the cycle-stealing
per f ormance penalty.

To locate a vendor's address and phone nunbers, use the vendor nanme as a
search string
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